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GENESIS Lesson 46 – 9/29/19 

Jacob decides to let Benjamin go 

43:1: And the famine was sore in the land. 

43:2: And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the corn which 

they had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go again, 

buy us a little food. 

43:3: And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly 

protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother 

be with you. 

43:4: If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy 

thee food: 

43:5: But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man 

said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with 

you. 

43:6: And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the 

man whether ye had yet a brother? 

43:7: And they said, The man asked us straitly of our state, and of our 

kindred, saying, Is your father yet alive? have ye another brother? and 

we told him according to the tenor of these words: could we certainly 

know that he would say, Bring your brother down? 

43:8: And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and 

we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, 

and also our little ones. 
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43:9: I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: if I 

bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear 

the blame for ever: 

43:10: For except we had lingered, surely now we had returned this 

second time. 

43:11: And their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, do 

this; take of the best fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry down 

the man a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, 

nuts, and almonds: 

43:12: And take double money in your hand; and the money that was 

brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your hand; 

peradventure it was an oversight: 

43:13: Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man: 

43:14: And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may 

send away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my 

children, I am bereaved. 

The land is now in the second year of famine, we know this because 

when they return to Egypt to buy more corn, Joseph tells his brothers: 

“…yet there are five years…” 

Gen. 45:6: For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and 

yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor 

harvest. 

Jacob looks at the sacks of grain and quickly realizes that they don’t 

have much food left so he ask his sons: “Go again, buy us a little food.” 
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This time, Judah speaks and tells dad: “We will not go down to Egypt 

unless you let Benjamin come with us.” 

It is possible that Jacob thought: “We have enough food; we should be 

able to weather out the storm.” But the famine is lasting longer than 

Jacob had anticipated; remember he’d been in several famines before. 

And Judah is the one who finally convinces dad that if he allows 

Benjamin to go with them that he will bring him back safely. Jacob 

considered Judah’s word superior to that of his older brother Reuben. 

Judah was a man of his word; if he said something he would do it. 

Reuben offered his two boys, but Judah told Jacob, “I will bear the 

blame forever.” Judah became surety. 

When the kingdom of Israel split after the death of Solomon, we are 

told that the line of David was left with one tribe. But, every time you 

read about the southern kingdom of Judah, you are told that they are 

joined with Benjamin. Doesn’t the Bible say that God would give one 

tribe the family of David? Then why are two mentioned? 

1 Kings 11:13: Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; but will 

give one tribe to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for 

Jerusalem’s sake which I have chosen. 

1 Kings 11:31: And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus 

saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of 

the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: 
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1 Kings 11:32: (But he shall have one tribe for my servant David’s sake, 

and for Jerusalem’s sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the 

tribes of Israel:) 

Benjamin is mentioned alongside Judah many times in the OT, but they 

are considered as one tribe, let’s look at a few verses. 

1 Kings 12:21: And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he 

assembled all the house of Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, an 

hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to 

fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again to 

Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 

1 Kings 12:22: But the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of 

God, saying, 

1 Kings 12:23: Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of 

Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the 

remnant of the people, saying, 

2 Chr. 14:8: And (King) Asa had an army of men that bare targets and 

spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, 

that bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand: 

all these were mighty men of valour. 

2 Chr. 25:5: Moreover (King) Amaziah gathered Judah together, and 

made them captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, 

according to the houses of their fathers, throughout all Judah and 

Benjamin: and he numbered them from twenty years old and above, 
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and found them three hundred thousand choice men, able to go forth 

to war, that could handle spear and shield. 

The reason this is, is because of what Judah said to Jacob in verse 9: “I 

will be surety for him…” Surety means: a person who takes 

responsibility for another’s performance or an undertaking; a pledge or 

formal promise made to secure against loss or damage; one who has 

contracted to be responsible for another. And because Judah did this, 

because Judah took Benjamin under his wing so to speak, his words as a 

patriarch became binding—Benjamin would from then on be under the 

auspices of Judah. 

As Jacob as is prodding his sons to go and buy more Judah carefully 

repeats the incident with the lord of the land to his father and then 

appeals to Jacob’s stomach: “If we don’t buy some food we will all die. 

If we don’t buy some food soon, Benjamin will die regardless. You can 

risk him dying in Egypt, but if you don’t the famine will get him.” 

But Judah doesn’t convince Jacob right away, it took some persistence. 

Judah reminds his father, “For except we had lingered, surely now we 

had returned this second time.” Dad, you are taking too long, if you had 

agreed to let us take Benjamin we would have returned already.” 

But Jacob kept bringing this up over and over again, “Why did you tell 

the man you had another brother.” They must have discussed this topic 

a hundred times. 

Jacob finally relents, but does so with a fatalistic attitude: “If I be 

bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.” What will happen, will 

happen. It is funny that the French expression for “Whatever will be, 
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will be,” has made it into the English langue as an idiom: “Que sera, 

sera.” Que Sera, Sera (Whatever Will Be, Will Be) was a song written by 

Jay Livingston and Ray Evans first published in 1956. Doris Day 

(actress/singer) introduced it in the Alfred Hitchcock film The Man Who 

Knew Too Much (1956). 

Fatalism is the belief that all events are predetermined and therefore 

inevitable; someone said it is the acceptance of misfortune. 

So Jacob gives his boys double money and a generous gift of honey, 

spices, myrrh, nuts, and almonds—and Benjamin. 

Jacob’s sons return to Egypt 

43:15: And the men took that present, and they took double money in 

their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and 

stood before Joseph. 

43:16: And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler 

of his house, Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready; for 

these men shall dine with me at noon. 

43:17: And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought the men 

into Joseph's house.  

43:18: And the men were afraid, because they were brought into 

Joseph's house; and they said, Because of the money that was 

returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may 

seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, 

and our asses. 
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43:19: And they came near to the steward of Joseph's house, and they 

communed with him at the door of the house, 

43:20: And said, O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to buy 

food: 

43:21: And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened 

our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in the mouth of his 

sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in our 

hand. 

43:22: And other money have we brought down in our hands to buy 

food: we cannot tell who put our money in our sacks. 

43:23: And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God 

of your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks: I had your 

money. And he brought Simeon out unto them. 

The brothers finally make it to Egypt and present themselves before 

Joseph. Joseph sees his brother Benjamin—now keep in mind that this 

is the first time he sees Benjamin—and commands his chief servant to 

prepare lunch for he will be having them over. “The men shall dine with 

me at noon.” 

The brothers must have wondered why would this high ranking 

Egyptian official take such an interest in them, why would he want to 

share a meal with them? After all, didn’t he accuse them of being spies? 

But, if we do not pause for a moment we will miss the typology here. 

Joseph is a picture of Christ; Jesus wants to eat with us, meaning that 

He wants to have a close relationship with us. 
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Rev. 3:20: Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 

and he with me. 

On the way to Joseph’s house the brothers become concerned. They 

are convinced this is a trap; “…he will attack us, he will steal our goods, 

and then make us into his slaves.” 

Isn’t that what the world thinks of Jesus? “This salvation business is just 

a ruse, there must be a catch? This Jesus character couldn’t be who He 

says He is!” 

The sinner’s reaction to the good news of the gospel is fear (vs. 18) and 

because of a guilty conscience which tells him that he deserves no such 

mercies or treatment, he rejects the offer with suspicion. 

Luke 5:8: When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 

Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 

But it gets worse, the sinner instead of receiving grace tries desperately 

to clear himself (vs. 21–22) and will even tell the truth to get out of the 

trouble! “We have brought the money back again!” 

So the brothers try to diffuse the situation and start working on the 

servant. They try and explain the situation. 

“Now looka here, Mr. Servant, we were here last year and bought some 

corn and paid in full, but when we stopped at the inn to feed them 

animals we saw all ours money in our sacks! By golly, we couldn’t tell 

how it gots there. This is the honest to God truth, and we didn’t steal a 
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nothin’! And we brought the money back—see it’s all here! Go ahead, 

take it.” 

And the steward turns to them, gently smiles and blatantly lies: “I had 

your money.” Now, who put him up to this lie? Why, it was Joseph! 

And how does the servant explain this? Listen to what he says, “Peace 

be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given 

you treasure in your sacks.” 

Listen carefully; you may miss this…Who orchestrated that their money 

be placed into the sacks of grain? Why, it was Joseph—and who did the 

servant say gave their money back? “The God of you father.” 

The Holy Spirit ties Joseph with God, letting us know the importance of 

the typology found in the life of Joseph. 

Joseph lunches with this brohters 

43:24: And the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and gave 

them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their asses 

provender. 

43:25: And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon: 

for they heard that they should eat bread there. 

43:26: And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present 

which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him 

to the earth. 

43:27: And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father 

well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? 
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43:28: And they answered, Thy servant our father is in good health, he 

is yet alive. And they bowed down their heads, and made obeisance. 

43:29: And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin, his 

mother's son, and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom ye 

spake unto me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my son. 

43:30: And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon his 

brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered into his 

chamber, and wept there. 

43:31: And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained himself, 

and said, Set on bread. 

43:32: And they set on for him by himself, and for them by 

themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by 

themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the 

Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 

43:33: And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his 

birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and the men 

marvelled one at another. 

43:34: And he took and sent messes unto them from before him: but 

Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of theirs. And they 

drank, and were merry with him. 

They are washed up for lunch, the table is set and everyone is waiting 

for Joseph to arrive. 
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As soon as Joseph enters the dining hall they present to him their 

present and bow before him—another one of Joseph’s dreams comes 

to pass. 

They honored Joseph out of fear, out of respect and out of need—what 

a picture of the attitude we should have toward our Lord and Savior. 

Joseph was the lord of the land everyone bowed before him; they were 

afraid of what Joseph might do to them, and they really need to buy 

some more food from Joseph. 

Formalities are exchanged, Joseph asks about their father and then he 

asks whether the young man with them was indeed Benjamin. Joseph 

doesn’t wait for an answer, but says this to Benjamin: “God be gracious 

unto thee, my son.” No sooner he had said this that he high tailed it out 

of there. 

He goes back into his room and starts balling—it is all coming back, the 

pent up emotion, the long years of longing, the wondering, the 

questioning—he sees the brother he knew had; the one in his dreams. 

Joseph takes a moment, washes his face and composes himself before 

he goes back out there. 

The servants are still waiting for Joseph to be seated before they serve 

the meal. The brothers are assigned a seat and to their amazement, 

their seating arrangement was in order of their birthright. 

But if you notice in the text we are told that Joseph sat by himself, the 

servants had their own table and the brothers had theirs and the 

reason is that Egyptians considered it an abomination to eat with 
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Hebrews. I’ve always wondered if the brothers didn’t notice Joseph 

eating by himself and not with the other Egyptians. I’ve wondered if it 

didn’t twig to them that if Joseph wasn’t Egyptian then what was he? 

Even with all his status and power, Joseph could still not eat with real 

Egyptians. 

We know from Herodotus the Greek historian that Egyptians abhorred 

all things foreign. The Egyptian priests, at least, ate and drank nothing 

that was imported. The Egyptians would not eat meat which had been 

prepared by a Greek, nor even use a knife or basin that a Greek had 

handled. 

One commentator says the following: 

“God brought the entire family of Jacob into Egypt, where they were 

isolated from the surrounding people for some 400 years. In that time, 

they multiplied greatly, increasing to the millions. If God had allowed 

them to remain in Canaan, they would have simply assimilated into the 

corrupt and godless peoples of Canaan.” 

In God’s wisdom he took them down to a nation that would 

discriminate against them and in so doing, isolate them allowing them 

the become a strong nation! 

Rom. 11:33: O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways 

past finding out! 

And when the meal was served, Benjamin got five times more than 

anyone else. But no complaint is recorded! They ate and drank and had 

a good time. 
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The word used to describe the portion of food they each received was 

“mess.” 

But this is what the dictionary definition is of “mess”: an amount of 

food, as for a meal, course, or dish. To the military a mess is a place 

where service personnel eat or take recreation. We have heard of the 

expression: “mess hall.” The English word “mess” comes from the 

French word “mets” which means dish. 

This was yet another test from Joseph to see how they would react 

when the younger brother was favored—because they resented it so 

much when Joseph was their father’s favored son. 

Their fear had now turned into merriment! 

Next week Joseph reveals himself to his brothers. 


